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With music from 10:45 a.m.

until 4:15 a.m., a true fan could be

the clock.

immersed around
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In The Beginning

Imagine il wou're on youwr baloony in
Vantouver walching the onase ships go in
ana oul thenking, “You Enow 1hais a nice
thing 1o da” Bul Eghlning siikes and you
Mink=—l1 would be betar f | pul a medal
festival on one of these ships and casl off 1o
open waler.

To the uninbialed a cnesa ship full of
metalheads sounds like & disasior wasing
1o happan, but 1o towr promoter Andy Piller,
A sounded hke just the thing. Fasivalgoers
have been demanding more and different
enlerdainmant options, and this seemed ke
& gune bt In the works foe four yaars, Piller's
bigges! obstacks was tha fin nnr':-rx]_ bast wilh
that hurdle crossed, his next was conmvieaging
the cruise hnas thal the heathens onboard
would be peacefl. Piller says. “Yeah, of
course thane ware someé reseralions from
the crase bnes o the I:rggnnr::rsg [ o D]
they didn'l really know what 10 expect, S0 |
had 1o educate them 3 a cerain degrea. |
el e press matanal aboat heawy matal
Testivals over 8l Europe, showing therm what
a dosa communidty i is; how frendly and
paaceiul the whole metal mm.nl.'_r.i]:,l is, How
thosa events usually go down wilhout any

1Ship, 3 Stages, 4 Days, 40 Bands, 2000 Fans:

70000 Tons
Of Metal!

BY HEATHER SMITH

“The greatest music festival ever in the world ever.”

mjor mcidences. In the and we convincad
e, and nowe e cruse hng 12 a h-::!_i tan of
ours, [hey showld be, it was rumaored that
alcohol sales wene a I5ie under GEE% abave
‘normal’ cruisas|, and of course would love to
hive us Sack, Unce you hae one undar yousr
bel, #'s ahways easer. But if you have no
track record you try 1o do samathing that no
one has aver ona belare, it wasn't an easy
Lask 10 gel them 1o kel us do i But as you can
see, it worked out greal.” Securing a pariner
in Royal Carribaan, Pillar toured seweral
viesgels 1o find one that could acenmmodabe
threa stages, and sattled on The Lajeaty of
The Seas, which, becausa of the obslacle
free pool deck, could accommodate bu king
the oubdoor stage.

I have to admit | was skeptical at first
| mMean., oome of, 8 onass she hled wilh
matathaads? Are they going 1o gt the nicaties
of relaxing on the high saas o will it be a
rascous assaull n tho catens and 3 mass n
the lounges? None of this was farthar fom
the axpenance. Although, if you wene there for
1he music, and v &l waere, thens wasn| much
chance far rest, With music from 10:45 a.m,
urill & 15 .., follwed by metal karacke and
OpEn mes nighis, a true fan could be immersed
around the clock.

Fear Factory's Burton C. Bell

Aariving at the Pod of Mami Monday moaming
ol s rembad by eeocited Podes of quisued
black T-shint cad men and women-te zama
WS Wt ang ol Ewrops’s greal metal fesivals,
There was one apparent difference; thene was
no separale check-in for adisis, joumalists,
ViPs Everyont was logether throughoul the
cruise, not just here al check in, There isnl
the moom on a ship for a separale atisiviP
amea. Wae wero all just tavelas/cnesers, and
this was 1o e one of e coolest and most
disfinctive parts of the: cruise. Tha othar notable
cflerance was that the crowd Was missing s
younger membars. it was s8l a cruse, and
tha majonty of passengers appeared a [l
oidir than the ‘nomal’ metal crowd. To me ey
appeared 10 be in their ble-20s 1o eady-30s
And although we &l from Miami, onby 30%
of us wen Amencans, e sl ol the ooed
was manly Ewopeans (1 7% Gamans), with 8
sxgnificant member of Canadans (10-12%) and
thian, supasingly. Ausirakans

Checking i was ke going o Disney,
Ged your luggage tag, drop your bag, line up
for your onboard 1D card, a round of madal
deteciors including pat down (vey found moy
undensira bra and yes, guys like 1o stare as
wormnen pal down women), Finally i's e o
cross the gangeray and board
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“It still was a little tricky to try
to play some of these hard-core,
technical passages while rocking

from side to side.” - Gene Hoglan

All Aboard

Tie first thing we all had to do was nesh
[ sea our cabin. The siunning immensity
of a cruise liner's size, basically a floating
skyscraper, 19 ifvarted by its cabing. | can’l
maging the physical gymnastics ihat alow
a & fool tall man lo shower, That being sakd,
their 328 dois #nccurage you lo get oul, and
wath the COMSTANT avadability of muesic,
which is whal this cruise was aboul, it would
have Doen a wasie (o stay in the caben o
mone than ihe basics,

After exploring the cabing, we headed
upstairs o the cafelera for lunch. To our
dedghi there was way beiter food than I'd
ever eaten al a music feslival (remember:
this was a Royal Caribbean Cruise ship),

imaging a wenivarsity calolera, bul good,
with a carving 1able [roast beef), pasia
station, fresh fruits and vegetabies, cofes

and lotg of cuising choices including diffenent
Azapn foods (nod o “South Famk,” thay had
Caulflower Mongoarian, really). Additionally
the: fonmial dining reom was open for seating
throwghoud the day and evening. This kepl
you free from missing your favorfe band
because you had 10 ‘go 1o dinner” but also
alicvadd s 1o revel in the food thal eruise

liners arag renowned for

Satated, we stepped out, grabbed our
inaugural badr and wandared out o walch
e Criw' assemble the oulside stage, Tha
ship could not be loaded untl the pravious
cruise was offioaced, so ey couldn't load
e sound equipment or begin assembling the

Stages undil we wene boarded midday. With
masic slated fo siad at 700 pm on three
staoes, thix sound creny was working lusioushy
1o get ovenydhing bulll, wired for seund and
ready for the week's entedainment. The
oulopor Skage was on the op podl deck
and (o actommodale the ouldoor stmoe and
audance, they coverad one of the bao pools
alideaang an opdn anda borf viewing. The ofher
Tl SLGas wene indoors, inthe back of the
boat. One was just a small round slage the
size of your local comer bar's, including silk
Nower arrangement. The third stage was in
fhiz ship's theater, and the best af the threa.
Here there were cushy seats and benches
from whach o welch, and dfferent levels,
allowing everyone (o have a good view

With the ship casting off from port and

| the evenng's paformances undervay, tha

oo on Bhe Cruise was pure elation, Moving '
from ome slage 1o the nesd, it was grest 1o
see how the different band's and drummers |

| were handling this hedve and ho of the ship,

Althagh | B a big cruise Bner, and # didn’t
il ke wouw friends ski boal, wi werna still on
opan watar {mateyl),

It's An Honor
The drummerns | spoks wilh wens thrillad
o bi included in Tha evant. Forbidden's Mark
Hemandaz said, “When | first heaed of it |
thaaght, Well thisll be greal,” But af the same
Eme | realy wasn't sune what b think, and
evien up untl boanding the ship, | wasn't sune. |
wiih resally unceriain of how it was Qonna work
out, and | would sary now | am really honored
and ready prood b be part of the fisst one
becayso this has been an amazing sucoess
I've seen some of the bands that I'm big fans
of anc iends with, and they just really pulled
ftup anabch, We got ko see Samon kst might, It
wias B, Do many BImes can you Say in your
Helime you got i see Saxon parfiorm Wheels
of Steel T4Ts, "Slrangers of the Might' It's
e lhase are all songs thal we grisy up on:
But | gol 1o witriess it an Sis boat. kind of like
& private satting. | would say I'm just bruly
honorad.”
Agant Steel's Rigo Amerucua echosd
those senfiments, “You know, oddly encugh
& couple of my fhends did the Baja Run [a

o5 |



cruisa from LA down the western ooast of
Bxa Californial; thay'ne in a Top 40 type band,
Thay iold me thal i was probally one of the
mast amazing things thal they had ever dons,
ot kg after Juan [Cyniis, singor] ganve us an
fmail saying that they'ra having a big metal
fest on a cruise ship going o Cozurmel and
biack. And so we thought, "Wod And it's 40
bangs: Ane you kidding ma? This i gonna
b rmaryhem," We wene like, ‘I1's uest gonna b
freakmn’ insans,’ So | was wary, vary honored
and ifs a pridliege o be hee wilh al Bwse
huge bands on @ onesa ship.”

Rock And Roll

Mow, plinnrig On @ ship presants singuar
challenges, Not only 5 i mowng forwaed, i's
also biing pitched by'rolling on the ooean,
As Fear Factory's Gene Hoglan said, “The
fastival was di¥eront becausa the seas nover
shop moving. Thal was somathing that you
had fo get used toc you're on 8 boal and
Iy b play hawling double bass. It wasn'l
an insurmousntable task of ooorss. bul il B8
wis a Bthe ticky 1o iy o play some of thess
hardoode, bechnical passages while nocking
from sida 1o side or in Exodus's case, rockng
from back 1o fronk.”

“1 like the fact that all musicians and
all the fans are just mingling around
each other.” - Tyr's Kari Streymoy

istruction

Addsionally, since this was the flestivall
cruige s wbhal voyage, ooupled vilh the
aforementioned minemal satup time, there
wene unigquea challenges lor the drummies's
invelved., Moonspell's Migueel Gasper
recounts: “Well [playing] inside | didn really
natice it [the rolling] as much as | thought |
wiolikd, I kind of folt B | was in a normal club
in the States, It was ke really old-schoal, but
it was good o have that sensalion, being on
e boal |1 was aboul balance, Since I'm
really inko spors, 'm a taekwondo instructor,
when | went to the gym the day before and
| was nunning on the treadmill, | was e
Whoa what the hell is going on? | thought
I was drunk or sioned or something, Be,
This =l normal,” S0 | thought immediately.
O | batler b caelu when I'm playlng
rry doubls-bass drum.”’ And that's when |
was talking 0o ofher drommess, they all Toil
the same problom. They &l were Saying
Ehat wirs & bil wead playing and feeling
the balance bebween hal Bul | tenk that
sinca | thought of il before, and since | did
rry prep, fnd | worked out the day balora, |
knew what | was getting inlo. | so didnl really
nohice: anyihing— just weanl right theowgh it
Spot on.” Perfoming early the second day,
Dusk Machine's Randy Black felt things

dilfferently, “Well, you can acluaily feel thal
wou're moving, The stage, | don'l know if it's
because it was in the back of ihe boat or #
it was rough seas this moming, bul my riser
was all over the place. | was moving to the
fighd, moving 1o the befl. 1 aclually made &
a litle difficult o play; A was, ‘oh man, I'm
falling ower to the left, I'm Falling night.™

Playing the outside slage presantsd its
oam obslades, Mark Hemandez expounds,
Ty Bigppiest thing | noticed was my hair was
being blown down my theoal (Lawghs), Every
i | leved up and opened my mouth my
hair was blowing in my thioat, but as far as
the rocking of the boat, that ddn't really bolher
mi. I'm actually a very physical deummes 50
the mowement didn't really Bothar mia,”

Kan Streyrmay from the Danish band Tyr,
nad his cwn problem: “I'm fom the Farog
lstands and so the sea has to move quite 8
I b | police,” Hi conbinues, “IEwas vy
windy al the beginning, and this heal is really
glrﬂ:rlg 1o Froas, Thlsed was & !_'|ir1 el E.p-m:,rf;h:l
me all over with sun block before going
anslage becauss my skin s mealy, really
fair, and now it's eally some from he sun.
Undersiand. this was a metal festival and
the average atiendes was in ther rmd-winbes
hibemating frosty paleness,



You Say Hello

The ease and ridacation of the experenca
iransiated from the fans 1o the atsis and hack
again. Thene was no backstage area, and the
arisls wene wandaerning the shig with the tans
For fans this was a novel experience, and for
arlists, well, a3 Rage's André MHigers said
‘O, thal was the deal, we knew thal [coming
n|. And It was very comfortable for us, The
fans were very exied bul very respectul”
Tyrs Kan adds, *1 love the fans. They're the
reason! They buy our alburms. so | have no
probiem thal they can get in fouch with us
easier and we ks haned our room o relie
i, il we want some peace and quiat. | like
thé Eact thad all musicians and all the fans ar
just minghng around each other. My godson
askad me for an autogragh fnom Ul Jon Roth,
and on (hes boat §'s possible, there wonTbe a
thousand guanrgs surreunding him.”

And Moonspells Migusl Gaspar echoed
these sentiments, “I's great, ‘cause we hava
a really great refationship with cur fans,
we always have. Especially me, usually
drummers are mose connecied with thesa
kincks of things. To ba abie to just walk around
and peopie just rela | think that concapt i
amazing, ¥'s very humanitanan in a way. it

| banngs the whole communiby ingether: it gves
g thee s level. l's not Fm a rock star and
you'me just a fan. Tause when you think about
0, 105 becausse of the ans that wa're here, and
that's wiy we have our caneer. And | bry nesver
o fongel ihat,”

Mot only ware tha alher bands and the fans
commnging. the Dands ol 1o sas a ol mona
Dands than (hioy usually do, As guilanst Ao
Oieich from Bling Guandian said, Tgolloses
20 o 50 bands, | haven'l been able 1o soa
Amaon Amarth until this, & a festival, | usually
gt 1o s8a the band thai opens lor us, This
wag realhy umgue, and | really fked #,°

When walching the band's you'd notice that
the other musicians. were thene walching in
the muchence, When Death Angel played the
oultside stage, the audienon was the olher Bay
Args bands: Forbidden, Exodus, Tostamant,
but also Voivod, Desiruction and Moonspell,
Moting this Forbidden's Mark Hemandaz said,
“Whal's dfferent about playing the boat for
me a5 a8 musinan was the fact thal | was
playing in frond of a lot of my peers. And a
lot of paaple dont know thal musicians ang
respachiul of whal we do a8 musicians, nol so
rmiuch as, *'m a big fan of the band,” but, ‘Nm
a fan of whal you do musically’ That for me
5 fhi bigges! thing, because you can fake i

with & head bang, or throw a stick, whabawer
Bt whien you'né playing in front of people who
realy know whal you're doing, that’s a real
tesd for me as a drumemer.”

Thea test night of the cnuise, | pul together a
g of us 1o eat at the Sun Ligh, the forrmal
damng reoim. 10 celebrate the trip. Mext fo us
or tabile weas Andhy FPiller and hig 2188, and tha
table batwesn us was Fear Factony ang ther
friends, While dining on sleak and seafood,
and in the middie of 150 people's effushe
elabon, Fear Faclory's Burdon C. Bell, gol
up. called everyone 1o Gttenbon, and rased a
fodsd b0, "The greatest music festival ever in
he workd sver,

With everyone's sentimenis raised oven
higher, he put inte words what evenone
weas fecling, The nexd moming as we were
debarking, everyone | ran into was alrepdy
rruaking plang bof the 2012 cruise. Jack Gibson
from Exodus was already trying 1o figure out
whal band he “could sub for so | can go
nest year,” The cruise will have a comgletely
diffsrent line wp, and Andy Pillar has begun
o announce the bands at the websie
wanw TO000tons. com, | for one already have
rriy b packed. ,4-



